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This report will be considered in public. 
 
 
 
1. Summary  

 

1.1 This report outlines recent action taken by the Chair of the London Assembly, in accordance with 

the authority delegated to her, in relation to Confirmation Hearings, and notifies the Assembly, in 

accordance with Standing Orders 9.2 G and 10.6 H, of the outcome of a number of Confirmation 

Hearings. 

 
2. Recommendations 

 
2.1 That the Assembly notes recent action taken by the Chair of the Assembly, Jennette 

Arnold AM, in accordance with the authority delegated to her, namely to agree to hold 

Confirmation Hearings in relation to proposed appointments to the offices of Deputy 

Chair of Transport for London, Chair of the London Legacy Development Corporation and 

Chairman of the London Fire and Emergency Planning Authority and to ask the candidates 

to provide their CVs, and not to hold a Confirmation Hearing in relation to the proposed 

appointment to the office of Chair of the London Cultural Strategy Group;  

2.2 That the Assembly notes the decision of the Confirmation Hearings Committee, further to 

its meeting held on 23 May 2012 and as set out at Appendices 1, 3 and 5, to recommend 

that the Mayor should proceed with his proposed appointments to the offices of Deputy 

Chair of Transport for London and Chairman of the London Fire and Emergency Planning 

Authority and to recommend to the Mayor that he should not proceed with his proposed 

appointment to the Chair of the London Legacy Development Corporation, and notes the 

responses received from the Mayor; and 

2.3 That the Assembly notes the decision of the Police and Crime Committee, further to its 

meeting held on 31 May 2012 and as set out at Appendix 7, not to object to the proposed 

appointment to the office of Deputy Mayor for Policing and Crime. 

 

 



        

3. Background and Issues for Consideration 
 

Action Taken by the Chair under Delegated Authority  

 

3.1 The Mayor wrote to the Chair of the Assembly on 15 May 2012 – in accordance with the provisions 

of Section 60A and Schedule 4A of the Greater London Authority Act 1999 (“the GLA Act 1999”)– 

to advise the Assembly of his proposed appointment of the following: 

 Isabel Dedring to the office of Deputy Chair of Transport for London; 

 Councillor Daniel Moylan to the office of Chair of the London Legacy Development 

Corporation; 

 James Cleverly to the office of Chair of the London Fire and Emergency Planning 

Authority; and 

 Iwona Blazwick to the position of Chair of the London Cultural Strategy Group. 

 

3.2 In accordance with the provisions of Schedule 4A to the GLA Act the Chair of the Assembly has 

delegated authority to (i) decide whether to hold a Confirmation Hearing for the Mayor’s candidate 

for appointment to any of the offices listed in Section 60A(3) of the Act (as amended); and (ii) to 

request that the Mayor’s candidate for appointment produce, under paragraph 6(4) of Schedule 4A 

of the GLA Act, documents that relate to his or her proposed appointment. 

 

3.3 The Chair, in accordance with the authority delegated to her, decided to hold Confirmation Hearings 

in relation to three of the proposed appointments and to ask the candidates to produce their CVs 

and any other information which the Confirmation Hearings Committee might be interested in.  The 

Chair decided not to hold a Confirmation Hearing for the position of Chair of the London Cultural 

Strategy Group. 

 

Confirmation Hearings Committee decision 

3.4 The Confirmation Hearings Committee met on 23 May 2012 to put questions to Isabel Dedring, the 

Mayor’s proposed appointee to the position of Deputy Chair of TfL.  

3.5 The Committee decided to recommend that the Mayor proceed with the appointment of Isabel 

Dedring to that office. During the question and answer session, Isabel Dedring gave an undertaking 

to the Committee to address as a priority the issue of changing the culture of Transport for London 

so that it would be more open and transparent in the way in which it operates.  In particular the 

Committee wanted to see Ms Dedring encourage TfL to go beyond the minimum requirements of 

the Localism Act in its efforts to be transparent.  The Committee also expressed its strong concern 

that Ms Dedring would also bring about improvements in respect of customer issues and TfL’s 

relationships with community and external organisations and elected representatives. The Committee 

also hoped that cultural changes within TfL and the TfL Board may also bring a more open and 

positive attitude to information sharing and willingness to abide by the spirit of the Freedom of 

Information Act.  The recommendation letter which was sent to the Mayor is attached as Appendix 

1.   The response received from the Mayor is attached at Appendix 2. 

3.6 At the same meeting the Confirmation Hearings Committee put questions to James Cleverly AM, the 

Mayor’s proposed appointee to the office of Chairman of the LFEPA. The Committee agreed to 

recommend that the Mayor proceed with the appointment of James Cleverly AM to that office.  The 



        

recommendation letter which was sent to the Mayor is attached as Appendix 3.   The response 

received from the Mayor is attached at Appendix 4. 

3.7 Also at the same meeting, the Confirmation Hearings Committee put questions to Councillor Daniel 

Moylan, the Mayor’s proposed appointee to the position of Chair of the London Legacy 

Development Corporation. Following discussion, some Members expressed the view that they did 

not consider that Councillor Moylan had demonstrated sufficient knowledge and experience in the 

area of regeneration which was crucial to this role.  It was agreed, by majority and named vote, that 

the Committee should recommend that the Mayor not proceed with the appointment of Councillor 

Daniel Moylan to the office of Chair of the LLDC.  All Members expressed concerns about Councillor 

Moylan’s workload, in particular his responsibilities in relation to the Mayor’s aviation policy and his 

membership of the Board of TfL. The recommendation letter which was sent to the Mayor is 

attached as Appendix 5.   The response received from the Mayor is attached at Appendix 6. 

 

Police and Crime Committee Decision 

 

3.8 The Mayor wrote to the Chair of the London Assembly’s Police and Crime Committee on 14 May 

2012 to provide formal notification – in accordance with the provisions of Section 60A and Schedule 

4A of the GLA Act 1999 (as amended) – of his proposed appointment of Councillor Stephen 

Greenhalgh to the office of Deputy Mayor for Policing and Crime.   

 

3.9 Section 32(5) of the Police Reform and Social Responsibility Act 2011 provides that the special 

scrutiny functions as defined in Section 60A and Schedule 4A of the GLA Act 1999 - which include 

deciding whether to hold a confirmation hearing for the proposed candidate for the Deputy Mayor 

for Policing and Crime and whether or not to request the candidate to provide, in advance of the 

meeting, any relevant documentation - may only be exercised by a meeting of the whole Police and 

Crime Committee and may not be delegated to a single Assembly Member. 

 
3.10 Under paragraph 10 of Schedule 4A of the GLA Act 1999 (as amended) and Standing Order 9.2.H, 

the Police and Crime Committee may exercise a veto the appointment of the candidate as Deputy 
Mayor for Policing and Crime where the candidate is not a member of the London Assembly if the 
Committee votes by at least two-thirds of the members present and voting, for the following 
motion: 

 
“The Police and Crime Committee hereby resolves to veto the proposed appointment of ………… 
as Deputy Mayor for Policing and Crime”.  

 

3.11 The Committee met on 22 May 2012 and agreed to hold a Confirmation Hearing in respect of the  

proposed appointment and to request that Councillor Greenhalgh provide, in advance of the 

Hearing, an updated CV and any other information in relation to the proposed appointment to the 

position.   

 

3.12 The Confirmation Hearing in respect of the proposed appointment to the office of the Deputy 

Mayor for Policing and Crime took place at the Police and Crime Committee meeting held on 31 May 

2012. The Committee put questions to Councillor Greenhalgh regarding his proposed appointment.  

 

3.13 The Committee decided not to object to the appointment.  The Committee noted and welcomed 

Councillor Greenhalgh’s undertaking to ensure the transparency of the MOPC, and to maintaining an 

effective dialogue with - and actively listening to input from - the public, Assembly Members and 



        

the London boroughs. The Committee indicated that it would expect Councillor Greenhalgh to take 

full account of these views and consultations when formulating any plans.  

 
3.14 Members also raised the following issues:  
  

 The Committee noted – and Councillor Greenhalgh acknowledged – his lack of experience in 
relation to policing matters and the steep learning curve that will come with the role; and  

 The Committee, in reaching its decision, welcomed Councillor Greenhalgh’s commitment to step 
back from his family business, to ensure that he is able to commit sufficient time and has the 
capacity to properly carry out what is a very demanding role.  

 
3.15 The Committee indicated that these were matters which it would return to in due course. The 

recommendation letter which was sent to the Mayor is attached as Appendix 7. 

 

 

4. Legal Implications 
 
4.1 Section 60A and schedule 4A to the Greater London Authority Act 1999 set out the provisions 

relating to the confirmation process. An explanation of the provisions has been set out in the text 
above. 

 
4.2 The end of the confirmation process has now been reached in respect of the five appointments 

referred to the report. The GLA Act specifies that the end of the confirmation process is reached 
when:  

  
The Mayor has given the Chair of the Assembly/Chair of the Police and Crime Committee (as 
applicable) the notification required by paragraph 5(2) of Schedule 4A in respect of acceptance or 
rejection of the Assembly’s recommendation;  
  
OR 
 
The period of 3 weeks (from the day on which the Assembly received notification from the Mayor of 
the candidate(s) whom he intends to appoint) has expired without any recommendation or written 
notice of a decision to exercise the veto (as applicable) being given to the Mayor by the Assembly. 

 
 
6. Financial Implications 
 

6.1 There are no financial implications arising from this report. 

 

 

 

 

List of appendices to this report: 

 

Appendix 1 – Recommendation letter re the proposed appointment to the office of Deputy Chair of 

Transport for London; 

Appendix 2 – Response from the Mayor dated 31 May 2012; 

Appendix 3 – Recommendation letter re the proposed appointment to the office of Chair of the London 

Fire and Emergency Planning Authority;  

Appendix 4 – Response from the Mayor dated 31 May 2012; 



        

Appendix 5 - Recommendation letter re the proposed appointment to the office of Chair of the London 

Legacy Development Corporation;  

Appendix 6 - Response from the Mayor dated 31 May 2012; 

Appendix 7 - Recommendation letter re the proposed appointment to the office of Deputy Mayor for 

Policing and Crime. 
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